Grizzlies travel to Butte by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
1-22-1970 
Grizzlies travel to Butte 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Grizzlies travel to Butte" (1970). 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 5472. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/5472 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
s p o r t s
GRIZZLIES TRAVEL 
TO BUTTE
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As in football, whenever the Grizzly and Bobcat tangle, forget the previous
win-loss records.
basketball
Both/teams are suffering disappointing seasons going into the Butte game Friday, but 
both teams showed signs of tremendous improvement last weekend, Montana coach
Bob Cope said.
Montana State gave top ranked iVeber a run for its money last Friday and Saturday 
losing to the Wildcats by three in the opener, 73-70 and by 14 in the second contest. 
Meanwhile, the Grizzlies were busy knocking off Idaho State from the conference lead Friday 
and lost close ones Saturday and Monday to the Bengals and Weber.
While Montana State is yet to win a game, Cope sees that six game losing streak of 
past Grizzly-Bobcat games lurking in the distance. "We can't afford to let the Bobcats 
get the momentum going. Our kids know how important this game is from the standpoint of 
pride and that it is necessary to keep our title hopes alive," the UM mentor said.
The Grizzlies go into the contest with a 1-2 Big Sky record. While the Tips have 
dropped two games, statistics show that Montana accumulated more field goals, rebounds and 
assists in the first three Big Sky games than- the opponents. The compiled figures also show 
Montana shooting a higher percentage from the field and from the charity stripe than the 
opponents. The difference between winning three and losing two is in the number of free 
throws attempted. The Grizzlies attempted 75 free tosses with 54 successes while Tip 
opponents fire 101 and completed 72.
Coach Cope said the statistics show the Grizzlies foul more. He explained that young 
teams such as Montana have that tendency. "Our kids are coming and are learning the 
ropes fast," Cope said.
"Look at the Grizzlies in comparison to the rest of the conference," the UM head man
said. "We lead the conference in field goal percentage with 48 percent. We lead the free
throw percentage and we are second in rebounding and third in total offense."
• more
UM BASKETBALL '70--2
Montana has three players in the top five in Big Sky scoring. Guards Dave Gustafson 
and Don Wetzel are two and three in that order. Gustafson boasts a 24 point average 
and Wetzel has 21 per game.
Willie Flowers, a Michigan product, is the other top scorer. Flowers holds a 19 
point average and is the fourth best Big Sky rebounder.
Not only are Flowers, Gustafson and Wetzel tops in scoring but they are in the top 
six in the field goal percentage. Gustafson is shooting 70 per cent while Wetzel and 
Flowers near the 60 per cent mark. Gustafson is fourth in the free throw percentage 
column.
"Statistics prove we (Montana) have the most balanced scoring in the Big Sky. Balanced 
scoring shows team play. That’s what we want and that's what we’re getting now," Cope 
concluded.
The Cubs and Kittens play the preliminary games both nights in Butte and Bozeman.
